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commercially as a tanning extract material, occurs in
great abundance in the vilayet of Aidin, Along the
greater part of the Anatolian Peninsnla coastline small
pines are noticeable. The record of the state revenues
for 1910 makes no mention of any return, either from
firewood or charcoal, from the vilayets of Basra, Bitlis,
Diarbekr, Jerusalem, Kharput, Lebanon, Mosul, SIvas,
Urfa, Van, or Zor.
The gradual receding of the forests near inhabited
regions is all too familiar a sight. Trees, large and small,
felled outright or cut haphazard in a most wasteful
fashion, are used in the form of wood or charcoal for
fuel purposes. Extensive groves of olive and mulberry
trees have been destroyed because of onerous taxes.
Even the brush lands are fast becoming bare, due to the
large numbers of sheep and goats. (In Turkey there is
a striking correlation between the wooded tracts and the
presence of sheep and goats.) There is the increasing
scarcity of wood as fuel. For example, at Kharput the
inhabitants no longer get their supplies in the neighbor-
hood but are obliged to make a three to four days7 jour-
ney on donkey-back to get access to the fast diminishing
scrub oak saplings. Also, the swift-running mountain
streams during the wet season carry away fertile soil and
leave desolation behind. This disappearance of the for-
ests becomes a more serious problem because there have
been no coordinated measures taken by the State to pro-
vide for reforestation.
The forests have been virtually free from commercial
exploitation. There are a few primitive saw mills in
the Black Sea district and in southwestern Anatolia, but
practically all work is done by hand. Promising oppor-
tunities exist for the erection of wood working establish-
ments, especially since in the timber districts, labor is
generally cheap and mountain streams can be utilized
both for transportation and power purposes. Lumber

